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courts for purpose1 of private enmity. Cases have been well known In which even a charge of murder has been trumped up by a man against his enemy.
Another matter which, though very serious., has Its more or less humorous side. Is the practice of trial by jury, as we not Infrequently find it in India. Every country has experience of the difficulty of persuading men to find a verdict against the accused in certain cases where political or faction feeling Is Involved; and this, of course. Is found In India as elsewhere. There is, however, a case peculiar to India which is of very common occurrence, that is, the difficulty of persuading jurors or assessors to find a verdict against a Brahman, especially in cases involving capital punishment. Assessors differ from jurors in that their verdict has not the weight of that of the jury. Assessors are there to advise the Judge, not to decide with any finality even questions of fact, and In the more backward tracts we have much more of trial with assessors than trial by jury.
As a young officer, I was once called on to Inquire Into a case of murder and to prosecute it before the Court of Session. It was as clear a case as ever had been. The murder was cruel, and the eye-witnesses were beyond suspicion. There were two assessors, and both of them returned a verdict of " not guilty." The Judge differing from the assessors sentenced the Brahman accused to death, and he paid the penalty. Some time after-wards5 one of the assessors came to visit me. He was a fairly Influential landowner, and himself a Brahman, well educated in the vernacular, but without knowledge of English. I asked him how he could find a verdict so contrary to the evidence,, and he frankly said to me In the most friendly way, " I could not possibly find a verdict which would lead to the death of a Brahman. You know that it is grievous sin for any Hindu to cause the death of a Brahman ; and it does not matter whether you do it with your own hand or indirectly by the hand of another." " But,331 said, " it is a serious thing for you to betray the trust which Is reposed In you by the Government